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Madame de Boufflers.
[A.D. 1775.
he was observed to speak French to a Frenchman of high rank, who spoke English ; and being asked the reason, with some expression of surprise,—he answered,' because I think my French is as good as his English.' Though Johnson understood French perfectly, he could not speak it readily, as I have observed at his first interview with General Paoli, in 1769'; yet he wrote it, I imagine, pretty well, as appears from some of his letters in Mrs. Piozzi's collection, of which I shall transcribe one :—
A Madame La Comtesse de----------2.
'July 16,17753.
' Oui, Madame, le moment est arrive, et il faut quejeparte. Mais pourquoi faut il partir? Est ce que je m'ennuye? Je m'ennuyerai ailleurs. Est ce qzie je cherche ou quelqiie plaisir, ou quelque soulage-ment? Je ne cherche rien,je riespere rien. Alter voir ce que jai vu, etre un peu rejoue, un peu degoute, me resoiivenir que la vie se passe en vain, me plaindre de moi, irfendurcir aux dehors ; void le tout de ce qiton compte poitr les delices de I'annee. Que Dieu vous donne, Madame, tous les agremens de la vie, avec un esprit qui pent en jouir sans s'y livrer trop'
Here let me not forget a curious anecdote, as related to me by Mr. Beauclerk, which I shall endeavour to exhibit as well as I can in that gentleman's lively manner; and in justice to him it is proper to add, that Dr. Johnson told me I might rely both on the correctness of his memory, and the
xxiii. 233, a conversation is reported in which Dr. Johnson argued for the Italian method of pronouncing Latin.                l See ante, ii. 92,
2  As Mme. de Boufflers is mentioned in the next paragraph, Bos-well, no doubt, wishes to shew that the letter was addressed to her. She was the mistress of the Prince of Conti.  She understood English, and was the correspondent of Hume.   There was also a Marquise de Boufflers, mistress of old King Stanislaus.
3  In the Piozsi Letters (i. 34), this letter is dated May 16, 1771; in Boswell's first and second editions, July 16, 1771; in the third edition, July 16, 1775.    In May, 1771, Johnson, so far as there is any thing to shew, was in London.    On July i6,both in 1771 and 1775, he was in Ashbourne.    One of Hume's Letters (Private Carres, p. 283), dated April 17,1775, shews that Mme. de Boufflers was at that time 'speaking of coming to England.'
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